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THE 

FAMOUS HISTORIE 

OF 

^v^cv Bacon. 

Ifow Vandermast, /or the disgrace that he had 
receiued by Fryer Bacon sent a Souldier to kill 
him ; and how Fryer Bacon escaped killings and 
turned the Souldier from an Atheist to be a good 
Christian. 

TJ^YER Bacon sitting one day in his Study, 
Sj looked ouer all the dangers that were to 
happen to him that moneth, there found he, that 
in the second weeke of the moneth between 
Sunne rising and setting, there was a great danger 
to fall on him, which would without great care of 
prevention take away his life. This danger which 
he did foresee, was caused by the Germane 
Coniurer Vandermasty for he vowed a reuenge for 

' • ■ * "> ' 
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the disgrace that he had received. To execute the 
same, hee hyred a Walloon Souldier, and gaue 
him one hundred crownes to do the same, fifty 
beforehand, and fifty when hee had killed him. 

Fryer Bacon^ to saue himselfe from this danger 
that was like to happen to him would alwayes 
when that he read, hold a ball of Brasse in his 
hand, and vnder that ball would hee set a bason of 
Brasse, that if he did chance to sleepe in his 
reading, the fall of the Ball out of his hand into 
the Bason, might wake him. Being one day in 
his study in this manner, and asleepe, the 
Walloon Souldier was got in to him, and had 
drawne his sword to kill him : but as hee was 
ready for to strike, downe fell the ball out of Fryer 
Bacons hand, and waked him. Hee seeing the 
Souldier stand there with a sword drawne, asked 
him what hee was ? and wherefore hee came there 
in that manner ? The Souldier boldly answered 
him thus : I am a Walloon^ and a Souldier, and 
more then this, a villaine : I am come hither, 
because I was sent ; I was sent, because I was 
hyred : I was hyred, because I durst do it : the 
thing I should doe, is not done : the thing to be 
done, is to kill thee : thus haue you heard what I 
am ar d why I came. Fryer Bacon wondered at 
this man's resolution ; then asked hee of him, who 
set him on worke to be a murderer ? Hee boldly 
told him, Vandermast the Germane Coniurer ? 
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Fryer Bacon then asked him what Religion he was 
of? Of that which many doe professe, the chief 
principles of which were these : to goe to an Ale- 
house, and to a Church with one deuotion, to 
absteine from euil for want of action, and to doe 
good against their wills. It is a good profession 
for a deuil (said Fryer Bacon.) Doest thou belieue 
hell? I believe no such thing, answered the 
Souldier. Then will I shew thee the contrary, 
said the Fryer : and presently raised the ghost of 
Julian the Apostate^ who came up with his body 
burning, and so full of wounds, that it almost did 
affright the Souldier out of his wits. Then Bacon 
did command this spirit to speake, and to shew 
what hee was, and wherefore he was thus 
tormented ? Then spake hee to it in this manner : 
I sometimes was a Roman Emperour : some count 
greatnesse a happinesse ; I had happinesse beyond 
my Empire, had I kept that, I had beene a happy 
man : would I had lost my Empire when I lost 
that. I was a Christian, that was my happiness ; 
but my selfe loue and pride made me to fall from 
it ; for which I now am punished with neuer ceas- 
ing torments, which I must still endure : the like 
which I enjoy is now prepared for unbelieuing 
wretches like myself, so vanished he away. 

All this while the Souldier stood quaking, and 
sweat as he had felt the torments himselfe ; and 
falling downe on his knees desired Fryer Bacon to 
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instruct him in a better course of life, then he had 
yet gone in. Fryer Bacon told him, that he 
should not want his helpe in any thing, which he 
performed, instructing him better : then gaue he 
him money, and sent him to the warres of the holy 
land, where he was slain. 



How Fryer Bacon deceiued an old Vsurer» 

■"^yOT farre from Fryer BacoUy dwelt an olde 
-LN man that had great store of money which 
hee let out to vse, and would neuer doe any good 
with it to the poore, though Fryer Bacon had often 
put him in minde of it, and wished him to do 
some good whilest he liued. Fryer Bacon seeing 
this, by his Art made an Iron pot, which seemed 
full of gold, this being done, he went to this rich 
Vsurer, and told him, that he had some gold 
which he had gathered in his time that he had 
liued ; but it being much in quantity, hee feared 
that if it were knowne, it would be taken from 
him, because it was vnfitting a man of his coat 
should haue so much : Now he desired him that 
hee would let him haue some hundred pounds, 
which was not the sixth part of his gold, and he 
should kepe it for him. The Vsurer was glad to. 
heare of this, and told him that he should have it, 
and that he would keep his Gold as safe as he him- 
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self would : Fryer Bacon was glad to heare of this 
and presently fetcht the pot : at the sight of which 
the Vsurer laughed, and thought to himself, how 
all that gold was his owne, for he had a determina- 
tion to gull the Fryer, but he gulled himselfe. See 
here is the gold (said Fryer Bacon) now let me 
haue of you one hundred pounds, and keep you 
this gold till I pay it backe again. Very willingly 
(said the Vsurer) and told him one hundred pounds 
out, which Fryer Bacon tooke and deliuered him 
the note, and so went his way. This.mony did 
Fryer Bacon giue to diuers poore schoUers^ and 
other people and bid them pray for old Good' 
gatherers soules health (so was this Vsurer call'd) 
which these poor people did, and would give him 
thankes and prayers when they met him, which 
he did wonder at; for he neuer deserved the 
praises of any man. At last this old Good-gatherer 
went to looke on this pot of gold, but instead of 
gold he found nothing but earth, at which sight 
he would haue died, had not his other gold hin- 
dred him, which hee was to leave behind him : so 
gathering vp his spirits hee went to Fryer Bacon^ 
and told him he was abused and cheated ; for 
which he would haue the law of him, vnlesse he 
made him restitution. Fryer Bacon told him, 
that he had not cheated him, but bin his faithful 
steward to the poore, which he could not chuse 
but know, either by their prayers, or their thanks; 
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and as for the law he feared it not, but bid him 
doe his worst. The old man seeing Fryer Bacofis 
resolution, went his way, and said, that hereafter 
hee would be his owne steward. 



How Miles, Frytr Bacons man did coniure for 
meai^ and got incatjor himseife and his Hoast. 

MILES chanced one day vpon some businesse, 
to goe some six miles from home, and 
being loth to part with some company that he 
had, he was be-lated, and could get but halfe way 
home that night : to saue his purse hee went to 
ones house that was his Masters acquaintance : 
but when he came, the good man of the house 
was not at home, and the woman would not let 
him have lodging. Miles seeing such cold enter- 
tainment wished he had not troubled her, but 
being now there, he was loth to goe any further 
and therefore with good words he pers waded her 
for to give him lodging that night. She told him 
that she would willingly do it, if her husband were 
at home, but he being now out of towne, it would 
be to her discredit to lodge any man. You neede 
not mistrust me, (said Miles) for I haue no 
thought to attempt your chastitie : locke me in 
any place where there is a bed, and I will not 
trouble you till to morrow that I rise. She 
thinking her husband would be angry if she should 
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deny any of his friends so small a request, con- 
sented that he should lye there, if that he would 
be locked vp : Miles was contented and presently 
went to bed, and she locked him into the chamber 
where he lay. 

Long had not he beene a bed, but he heard the 
doore open ; with that he rose and peeped through 
a chinke of the partition, and saw an old man 
come in : this man set down his Basket that he 
had on his arme, and gaue the woman of the 
house three or four sweet kisses, which made 
Miles his mouth runne with water to see it : Then 
did hee vndoe his Basket, and pulled out of it a 
fat Capon ready roasted, and Bread, with a bottle 
of good olde Sacke : this gaue hee vnto her, say- 
ing : Sweetheart, hearing thy Husband was out 
of towne, I thought good to visite thee, I am not 
come emptie handed, but haue brought some 
thing to be merrie withal : lay the clothe sweete 
Hony, and let vs first to Banquet, and then to 
bed. She kindly thanked him, and presently did 
as he bad her : They were not scarce set at the 
Table, but her husband returning backe, knockt 
at the doore. The woman hearing this was 
amazed, and knew not what to doe with her old 
Lover : but looking on her apron strings, she 
straight found (as women vse to doo) a trick to 
put herself free from this feare? for shee put her 
Louer vnder the bed, the Capon and Bread she 
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put under a Tub, the bottle of Wine shee put 
behinde the Chest, and then she did open the 
doore, and with a dissembling kisse welcomed her 
husband home, asking him the reason why that 
he returned so quickly. He told her, that hee 
had forgot the money that he should haue carried 
with him, but on the morrow betimes hee would 
be gone. Miles saw and heard all this : and 
hauing a desire to taste of the Capon and the 
Wine, called to the Goodman. He asked his 
wife who that was? She told him an acquaintance 
of his, that intreated lodging there that night. He 
bid her open the door, which she did, and let 
Miles out. Hee seeing Miles there, bid him wel- 
come, and bade his wife to set them some meate 
on the table : she told him that there was not any 
ready, but prayed him to kepe his stomacke till 
morrow, and then she would prouide them a good 
breakefast. Since it is so Miles (said the good- 
man) wee must rest contented, and sleepe out our 
hunger. Nay stay said Miles^ if that you can 
eate, I can find you good meat ; I am a Scholler, 
and haue some Art I would faine see it (said 
the goodman) You shall quoth Miles ^ and that 
presently. With that Miles pulled forth a booke 
out of his bosome, and began his Coniuration in 
this fashion : 

From the fearefull Lake below. 
From whence Spirits come and goe ; 
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Straightway come one and attend 
Fryer Bacons man, and friend. 

Comes there none yet, quoth Miles? then I 
must vse some other Charme. 

Now the Owle is flowne abroad, 
For I heare the croaking Toade, 
And the Bat that shuns the day, 
Through the darke doth make her way. 
Now the ghosts of men doe rise. 
And with fearful hideous cryes, 
Seeke reuengement (from the good) 
On their heads that spilt their blood. 
Come some Spirit, quicke I say, 
Night's the Deuils Holy-day : 
Where ere you be, in dennes, or lake. 
In the luy. Ewe, or Brake : 
Quickly come and me attend. 
That am Bacons man and friend. 
But I will haue you take no shape 
Of a Beare, a Horse, or Ape : 
Nor will I haue you terrible, 
And therefore come invisible. 

Now is he come, (quoth Miles) and therefore 
tell me what meat you will haue mine Hoast? 
Any thing Miles^ (said the Goodeman) what thou 
wilt. Why then (said Miles) what say you to a 
Capon ? I loue it aboue all meat (said the Good- 
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man.) Why then a Capon yoa shall hane, and 
that a good one too. Bemo my spirit that I haue 
raised to doe mee seruice, I charge thee, seeke 
and search about the earth, and bring me hither 
straight the best of Capons ready roasted. Then 
stood he still a little, as though he had attended 
the comming of his spirit, and on the sudden 
said : It is well done my Bemo^ hee hath brought 
me (mine Hoast) a fat Capon from the King of 
Tripolis owne Table, and bread with it. Aye, 
but where is it Miles (said the Hoast) I see neither 
Spirit nor Capon. Looke under the Tub (quoth 
Miles) and there you shall finde it. He presently 
did, and brought (to his wiues griefe) the Capon 
and Bread out. Stay (quoth Miles) we do yet 
want some drinke that is comfortable and good ; 
I thinke (mine Hoast) a bottle of Maliga Sacke 
were not amisse, I will haue it : Bemo^ haste thee 
to Maliga, and fetch me irom the Govemours, a 
Bottle of his best Sacke. The poore woman 
thought that hee would haue betrayed her and 
her louer, and therefore wished that he had beene 
hanged, when that hee came first into her house. 
Hee hauing stood a little while, as before, saide : 
"Well done, Bemo^ looke behinde the great chest 
(mine Hoast) Hee did so, and brought out the 
Bottle of Sacke. Now (quoth hee) Miles sit 
downe, and welcome to thine owne Cheere : You 
may see wife (quoth he) what a man of Art can 
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doe, get a fktte Capon, and a Bottle of good 
Sacke in a quarter of an houre, and for nothing, 
which is best of all : Come (good wife) sit downe, 
and bee merry; for all this is paid for, I thanke 
Miles, 

Shee sate, but could not eat a bit for anger, 
but wished that every bit they did eate might 
choake them : Her old Louer too that lay vnder 
the bed all this while, was ready to bepisse him- 
selfe for feare, for hee still looked when that Miles 
would discouer him. When they had eaten and 
drunke well, the good man desired Miles that hee 
would let him see the Spirit that fetched them 
this good cheere : Miles seemed vnwilling, telling 
him that it was against the Lawes of Art, to let 
an illiterate man see a Spirit, but yet, for once 
hee would let him see it : and told him withall, 
that hee must open the door, and soundly beat 
the Spirit : or else hee should be troubled here- 
after with it : and because he should not feare it» 
hee would put it in the shape of some one of his 
neighbours. The Good man told him, that hee 
neede not to doubt his valour, he would beat him 
soundly, and to that purpose hee took a good 
Ctidgell in his hand, and did stande ready for 
him. Miles then went to the bed side, vnder 
which the old man lay, and began to coniure him 
him with these words, 
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3fm0€p6dkiy oooic^ appearc. 
Like an i^ man that dvdb nccre : 
Qtat^kij rise, and in Ms shape, 
Fiom this hoose make thj escape ; 
Qoxcklj rise, or else I sweare. 
He pat thee in a wxxser feare. 

The old man seeing no ronedy, bat that hee 
most needes come forth, pat a good face on it, 
and rose from mider the bed : Behold my Spirit 
(qaoth Miles) that brought me all that yoa haae 
had ; Now bee as good as yoor word and swaddle 
him soandly. I protest (said the Goodman) your 
DeniU b as like Goodman Siumpe the Tooth- 
drawer, as a Pomewater is like an Apple : Is ir 
possible that your Spirits can take other mens 
shapes : He teach this to keepe his owne shape ; 
with that hee beat the old man soandly, so that 
MiUs was faine to take him off, and put the old 
man out of doore, so after some laughing, to bed 
they all went : but the woman could not sleepe 
for griefe, that her old Louer had had such bad 
usage for her sake. 

How Fryer Bacon did helpe a young man to his 
Sweetheart^ which Fryer Bungye would haife 
married to another ; and of the mirth thai was 
at the wedding. 

AN Oxfordshire Gentleman had long time 
loued a faire Mayde, called Millisant ; 
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this loue of his was as kindly receiued of her, as 
it was freely giuen of him, so that there wanted 
nothing to the finishing of their ioyes, but the 
consent of her Father, who would not grant that 
she should bee his wife (though formerly he had 
been a meanes to further the match) by reason 
there was a Knight that was a suitor to her, and 
did desire that hee might have her to his wife : 
But this Knight could neuer get trom her the 
least token of good will : so surely was her loue 
fixed vpon the Gentleman. This Knight seeing 
himselfe thus despised, went to Fryer Bungye^ 
and told him his mind, and did promise him a 
good piece of money if he could get her for him, 
either by his Art, or Counsell. 

Bungye (being couetous) told him, that there 
was no better way in his mind, than to to get her 
with her Father to go take the ayre in a Coach ; 
and if hee could doe so, he would by his art so 
direct the horses, that they should come to an old 
Chappell, where hee would attend, and there they 
might secretly be married. The Knight rewarded 
him for his counsell, and told him, that if it tooke 
effect, he would be more bountifuU unto him, and 
presently went to her Father, and told him of 
this. Hee liked well of it, and forced the poore 
Maid to ride with them. So soone as they were 
in the Coach, the horses ran presently to the 
Chappell, where they found Fryer Bungye attend- 
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ing for them : At the sight of the Church and the 
Priest, the poore Maid knew that she was be- 
traid, so that for griefe shee fell in a swound : to 
see which her Father and the Knight, were very 
much grieued, and vsed their best skill for hcf 
recouer}'. 

In this time, her best Beloued, the Gentleman, 
did come to her Father's to visit her, but finding 
her not there I and hearing that she was gone with 
her Father, and the Knight, he mistrusted some 
foul play : and in all hast went to Fryer Bticon^ 
desired of him some help to recouer his Loue 
againe, whom he feared was utterly lost. 

Fryer Bacon (knowing him for a vertuous Gentle- 
man) pittyed him ; and to giue his griefes some 
release, shewed him a Glasse, wherein any one 
might see any thing done (within fifty miles space) 
that they desired : So soone as he looked in the 
Glasse, hee saw his Loue Millisant with her Father, 
and the Knight, ready to be married by Fryer 
Bu$tgye: At the sight of this hee cryed out that 
he was vndone, for now should he lose his life in 
losing of his Loue. Fryer Bacon bids him take 
comfort, for he would preuent the marriage; so 
taking this Gentleman in his armes, he set him- 
selfe do¥me in an enchanted Chaire, and suddenly 
they were carried through the vjx^ to the ChappelL 
Just as they came in, Friar Bungye was ioymng 
their hands to marry them : but Fryer BattH 
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spoyled his speech, for he strucke him dumbe, so 
that he could not speake a worde. Then raised he 
a myst in the Chappell, so that neither the Father 
could see his Daughter, nor the Daughter her 
Father, nor the Knight either of them. Then 
tooke he Millisant by the hand, and led her to the 
man she most desired : they both wept for ioy, that 
they so happily once more had met, and kindly 
thanked Fryer Bacon. 

It greatly pleased Fryer Bacon to see the passion 
of these two Louers, and seeing them both con- 
tented, he marryed them at the Chappell doore, 
whilest her Father, the Knight, and Fryar Bungy'e 
went groping within, and could not find the way 
out. Now when he had married them, he bid 
them get lodging at the next Village, and he 
would send his man with money : (for the Gentle- 
man was not stored, and he had a great way to his 
house) they did as he bad them. That night hee 
sent his man Miles with money to them ; but he 
kept her Father, the Knight and Fryer Bungey 
till the next day at noon in the Chappell, ere he 
released them. 

The Gentleman and his new married wife made 
that night a great Supper for ioy of their marriage, 
and bid to it most of the Village : They wanted 
nothing but Musicke, for which they made great 
moane. This want Fryer Bacon (though he was 
absent) supplied: For after Supper there came 
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such a Maske, that the like was neuer seene in 
that Village: For first, there was heard most 
sweet still Musicke, then wind Musicke : Then 
came three Apes, and three Monkeys, each of 
them carrying a Torch : after them followed sixe 
Apes and Monkeys more, all dressed in Anticke 
coats : these last sixe fell a dancing in such an 
odde manner, that they moued all the beholders 
to much laughter : so after diuers Antick changes, 
they did reuerence to the Bridegroome and Bride, 
and so departed in order as they came in. They 
all did niaruell from whence these should come : 
but the Bridegroome knew that it was Fryer 
Bacons Art that gaue them this grace to their 
Wedding. When all was done, to bed they went, 
and enioyed their wishes. The next day he went 
home to his owne house with his Bride : and for 
the cost he had bestowed on them, most part of 
the Townes-folke brought them on their way. 

Miles made one amonst them too; he for his 
Masters sake was so plyed with Cups, that he in 
three dayes was scarce sober : for his welcome, at 
his departure he gaue them this song : To the 
tune of, / haue becne a Fiddler^ d^c. 

And did not you heare of a mirth that befell, 

the morrow after a wedding day : 
At carrying a Bride at home to dwell, 

and away to Twiuer, away, away? 
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The Quintin was set, and the garlands were made, 
'tis a pity old custome should euer decay : 

And woe be to him that was horst on a lade, 
for he carried no credit away, away. 

We met a consort of Fiddle-de-dees, 

we set them a cock-horse, and made them to 
play, 
The winning of Bullen, and Vpsie-frees, 

and away to Twiuer away, away. 

There was ne'er a Lad in all the Parish, 
that would goe to the Plow that day : 

But on his Fore-horse his Wench he carries, 
and away to Twiuer, away, away. 

The Butler was quicke, and the Ale he did tap, 
the Maidens did make the chamber full gay : 

The Serving-men gaue me a Fudding Cap, 
and I did carye it away, away. 

The Smith of the Towne his Liquor so tooke, 
that he was perswaded the ground look'd blue, 

And I dare boldly to sweare on a booke, 
such Smiths as he there are but a few. 

A Posset was made, and the women did sip, 
and simpering said they could eate no more : 

Full many a maid was laid on the lip : 
He say no more, but so giue o*re. 

They kindly thanked Miles for his Song, and 
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SO sent him home with a Foxe at his Tayle. His 
Master asked him, Where he had beene so long ? 
He told him at the Wedding. I know it, (said 
Fryer Bacon) that thou hast beene there, and I 
know ^Iso (thou beast) that thou hast been euery 
day drunke. That is the worst that you can say 
by me, Master, for still poore men must be 
drunke, if that they take a cup more that ordi- 
nary ; but it is not so with the rich. Why how 
is it with the rich then? I will tell you (said 
Miles) in few words, 

Lawyers they are sicke. 
And Fryers are ill at ease ; 
But poore men they are drunke, 
And all is one disease. 

Well sirrah (said Fryer Bacon) let me not heare 
that you are infected any more with this disease, 
lest I giue you sowre sawce to your sweet meat. 
Thus did Fryer Bacon helpe these poore Louers, 
who in short time got the loue of the old man, 
and lined in great ioy : Fryer Bungye's tongue 
was againe let loose, and all were friends. 

How Vandermast and Fryer Bungye met^ and how 
they striued who should excel one another in 
their Coniuraiions ; and qf their deaths, 

VANDERMAST thinking that Fryer Bacon 
had beene dead, came into England, and 
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in Kent met with Father Bungey: he owing him 
no good will for Fryer Bacons sake, took his 
horse out of the Stable, and instead of it, left a 
Spirit • like vnto it. Fryer Bungye in the morning 
rose, and mounting this Spirit, (which he thought 
had beene his Horse) rode on his iourney : but he 
riding through a water, was left in the midst of it 
by this Spirit ; and being thus wet, hee returned 
to his Inne. At the Inne doore, Vandermast met 
him, and asked him, if that were swimming time 
of the year? Bungye told him. If that he had 
been so well horsed as he was, when Fryer Bacon 
sent him into Germany^ he might have escaped 
that washing. At this Vandermast bit his lip, 
and said no more, but went in. Bungye thought 
that he would be euen with him, which was in 
this manner. Vandermast loued a Wench well, 
which was in the house, and sought many times 
to winne her for gold, loue, or promises. Bungye 
knowing this, did shape a Spirit like this Wench, 
which he sent to Vandermast, Vandemmst ap- 
pointed .the Spirit (thinking it had beene the 
Wench) to come to his Chamber that night, and 
' was very ioyfiil that he should enioy her now at 

• An excellent account of the Incubi, Succubi, and 
other 8pirit8 will be found in the handsome reprint of 
"The Count de Gabalis,** recently issued by Mr. H. 
Fryar, of Bath, under the title of " Submundanes." 
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the last : but his ioy turned into sorrow, and his 
wanton hopes into a bad nights lodging : for 
Fryer Bungye had by his Art spread such a sheet 
on his bed, that no sooner was he laid with the 
Spirit on it, but it was carryed through the ayre, 
and let fall into a deepe Pond, where Vandermast 
had been drowned, if he had not had the Art of 
swimming : He got quickly out of the Pond, and 
shaked himselfe like a rough Water-Spanniel ; but 
being out, he was as much vexed as before, for he 
could not tell the way home, but was glad to 
keepe himselfe in heat that night with walking. 
Next day he comming to his Inne, Fryer Bungye 
asked him how he did like his Wench ? he said. 
So well, that he wished him such another. Bungye 
told him, that his Order did forbid him the vse of 
any, and therefore he might keepe them for his 
friends : Thus did they continually vexe each 
other, both in words, and ill actions. Vandermast 
desiring to do Fryer Bungey a mischiefe, did 
challenge him to the field (not to fight at Sword 
and Dagger, single Rapier, or case of Poinyards, 
but at worser weapons farre, it was at that 
diabolical Art of Magicke) there to shew which 
of them was most cunning, or had most power 
ouer the Deuill : Bungye accepted of his challenge, 
and both prouided themselues of things belonging 
to the Art, and to the field they went. 
There they both spred their Circles some bun- 
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died foot from one another : and after some other 
Ceremonies did Vandertnast begin : Hee by his 
Charmes did raise vp a fiery Dragon, which did 
runne about Fryer Bungyes Circle, and did scorch 
him with his heat so that he was almost ready to 
melt. Fryer Bungye tormented Vandermast in 
another Element : for he raised vp the Sea-monster 
that Perseus killed, when he did redeem the faire 
Andromeda, This Sea-monster did run about 
Vandermast^ and such flouds of water did he send 
out of his wide mouth, that Vandertnast was 
almost drowned. Then did Fryer Bungye raise a 
Spirit vp like Saint George^ who fought with the 
Dragon, and killed it : Vandermast (following his 
example) raysed vp Perseus^ who fought also with 
his Sea-monster, and killed it, so were they both 
released from their danger. 

They being not contented with this tryall of 
their skill, went further in their Coniurations, and 
raised vp two Spirits, each of them one. Bungye 
charged his Spirit for to assist him with the 
greatest power hee had, that by it he might be 
able to ouercome Vandermast, The Deuill told 
him he would, if that he from his left arme would 
giue him but three drops of blood : but if that he 
did deny him that, then should Vaudermast have 
power ouer him to doe what he would : The like 
told Vandermasts Deuill to him : to this demand 
of the Spurits, they both agreed, thinking for to 
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ouercome each other; but the Deuill ouerthrew 
them both. 

They hauing giuen the Deuill this blond, as is 
before spoken of, they both fell againe to their 
Coniurations : First, Bungye did rayse Achilles 
with his Greeks^ who marched about Vandermast 
and threatned him. Then Vandermast raised 
Hector with his Troians^ who defended him from 
Achilles and the Greeks, Then began there a 
^eat battell between the Greeks and Trvians, 
which continued a good space : At last Hector 
was slaine, and the Troians fled. Then did follow 
a great tempest, with thundring and lightning, so 
that the two Coniurers wished that they had been 
away. But wishes were in vaine: for .now the 
time was come, that the Deuill would be paid for 
the knowledge that he had lent them, he would 
not tarry any longer, but then tooke them in the 
height of their wickednesse, and bereft them of 
their Hues. 

When the Tempest was ended, (which did greatly 
affright the Townes there by) the Townesmen 
found the bodies of these two men, ( Vandermcut 
and Bungey) breathlesse, and strangely burnt with 
fire. The one had Christian buriall, because of 
his Order sake : the other because he was a 
stranger. Thus was the end of these two famous 
Coniurers. 
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How Miles would coniure for nwmy^ and hew /u 
broke his Uggt for feare, 

MILES one day finding his Masters Study 
open, stole out of it one of his Coniuring- 
Bookes : with this Booke would MUes needes 
coniure for some money: (for he saw that his 
Master had money enough, and he desired the 
like, which did make him bold to trouble one of 
his Masters Deuils :) in a private place he thought 
it best to doe it : therefore he went vp to the top 
of the house, and there began to reade: Long 
had he not read, but a Deuill came to him in an 
vgly shape, and asked him what he would haue ? 
Miles being afirighted, could not speake, but 
stood quaking there like an Aspin leafe: the 
Deuill seeing him so, (to increase his feare) 
raised a tempest, and hurled fire about, which 
made Miles leape from off the Leades, and with 
his fall broke his l^;ge. 

Fryer Bacon hearing this noyse, ranne forth, 
and found his man Miles^ on the ground, and the 
Deuill hurling fire on the house top. First laid 
he the Deuill againe : Then went he to his man 
and asked how hee got that broken legge ? Hee 
told him his Deuill did it : for he had frighted 
him, and made him leape off from the house top. 
What didst thou there, (said his Master ?) I went 
to coniure, Sir (said MiUs) for money; but I haue 
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got nothing but a broken I^;ge ; and I now must 
beg for money to cure that, if you be not the 
more pittifull to me. I haue oftentimes given you 
warning not to meddle with my bookes (said his 
Master) and yet you will still be doing : take 
heed, you had best, how you deale with the 
Deuill againe : for he that had power to break 
your l^ge will break your necke, if you againe 
doe meddle with him : for this I doe forgiue you : 
for your legge breaking hath paid for your sawci- 
nesse : and though I gaue you not a broken head, 
I will giue you a plaister : and so sent him to the 
Chirurgions. 

How two young Gtntletnen that canie to Fryer 
Bacon, to know how thein fathers did^ killed one 
another; and how Fryer "RdLCon for grief e, did 
breake his rare Glasse, wherein he could see 
any thing that was done ivithin fifty miles about 
him, 

IT is spoken of before now, that Fryer Bacon 
had a Glasse, which is of that excellent 
nature, that any man might behold any thing that 
he desired to see within the compasse of fifty 
miles round about him : With this Glasse he had 
pleasured diuers kinds of people : for Fathers did 
oftentimes desire to see (thereby] how their Children 
did, and Children how their Parents did; oae 
Friend how another did; and one enemy (some- 
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times) how his Enemy did : so that from far they 
would come to see this wonderfiill Glasse. It 
happened one <jdy, that there came to him two 
young Gentlemen, (that were Countrey men, and 
Neighbors children) for to know of him by his 
Glasse, how their Fathers did: Hee being no 
niggard of his cunning, let them see his Glasse, 
wherein they straight beheld their wishes, which 
they (through their owne follies) bought at their 
lives losses, as you shall heare. 

The Fathers of these two Gentlemen (in their 
Sonnes absence) were become great foes : this 
hatred betweene them was growne to that height, 
that wheresoeuer they met, they had not onely 
wordes, but blowes : Just at that time, as it should 
seeme, that their Sonnes were looking to see how 
they were in health, they were met, and had 
drawne, and were together by the eares. Their 
Sonnes seeing this, and hauing been alwayes 
great friends, knew not what to say to one another, 
but beheld each other with angry lookes : At last, 
one of their Fathers, as they might perceiue in 
the Glasse, had a fall, and the other taking ad- 
oantage, stood ouer him ready to strike him : 
The Sonne of him that was downe, could then 
containe himselfe no longer, but told the other 
young man, that his Father had receiued wrong. 
He answered againe, that it was faire. At last 
there grew such foule words betweene them, and 
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their bloods were so heated, that they presently 
stabbed the one the other with their Daggers, and 
so fell downe dead. 

Fryer Bacon seeing them fUl, ranne to them, 
but it was too late for they were breathlesse ere 
he came. This made him to grieue exceedingly : 
he iudging that they had receiaed the cause of 
their deaths by his Glasse, took the Glasse in his 
hand, and vttered words to this efiect : 

Wretched Bacon^ wretched in thy knowledge, 
in thy understanding wretched ; for thy Art hath 
beene the ruine of these two Gentlemen. Had I 
been busied in those holy things, the which mine 
order tyes me to, I had not had that time that 
made this wicked Glasse : Wicked I well may call 
it, that is the causer of so vile an Act : would it 
were sensible, then should it feele my wrath ; bat 
being as it is, He ruin it for ruining of them : and 
with that he broke his rare and wonderful! Glasse, 
whose like the whole world had not. In this 
grief of his came there newes to him of the deaths 
of Vandermast and Fryer Bungey: This did in- 
crease his griefe, and made him sorrowfnU, that 
in three days he would not eate any thing bat 
kept his Chamber. 
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How Fryer Bacon burnt his books of Mdgick^ and 
gave himself e to the study of Diuinity only ; and 
how he turned Anchorite, 

IN the time that Fryer Bacon kept his Chamber, 
hee fell into diuers meditations : sometimes 
into the vanity of Arts and Sciences : then would 
hee condemne himselfe for studying of those things 
that were so contrary to his Order and Soules 
health ; and would say, that Magicke made a Man 
a Deuill: sometimes would hee meditate on 
Diuinity ; then would he cry out upon himselfe, 
for neglecting the study of it, and for studying 
Magick : sometime would he meditate on the 
shortnesse of mans life, then would he condemne 
himselfe for spending a time so short, so ill as he 
had done his : so would he goe from one thing to 
another and in all condemne his former studies. 

And that the world should know how truly he 
did repent his wicked life, he caused to be made 
a great fire ; and sending for many of his Friends, 
Schollers, and others, he spake to them after this 
manner : My good Friends and fellow Students, 
it is not vnknowne vnto you, how that through 
my Art I haue attained to that credit, that few 
men lining euer had : Of the wonders that I haue 
done, all England can speak, both King and 
Commons : I haue unlocked the secret of Art and 

nature, and let the world see those things, that 

c 
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haue layen hid since the death of Hermes^ that 
rare and profound Philosopher : My Studies haue 
found the secrets of the Stari^es ; the Bookes that 
I haue made of them, doe serue for Presidents to 
our greatest Doctors, so excellent hath my Judg- 
ment beene therein. I likewise have found out 
the secrets of Trees, Plants and Stones, with their 
seuerall vses; yet all this knowledge of mine I 
esteeme so lightly, that I wish that I were ignorant, 
and knew nothing : for the knowledge of these 
things, (as I haue truly found) serueth not to 
better a man in goodnesse, but onely to make him^ 
proud and thinke too well of himselfe. What 
hath all my knowledge of natures secrets gained 
me ? Onely this, the losse of a better knowledge, 
the losse of diuine Studies, which makes the . 
immortall part of man (his Soule) blessed. I 
haue found, that my knowledge has beene a 
heauy burden, and has kept downe my good 
thoughts : but I will remoue the cause, which are 
these Bookes : which I doe purpose here before 
you all to bume. They all intreated him to q>are 
the Bookes, because in them there were those things 
that after-ages might receiue great benefif by. 
He would not hearken vnto them, but threw them 
all into the fire, and in that flame burnt the 
greatest learning in the world. Then did he 
dispose of all his goods ; some part he gaoe ta 
poor Schollers, and some he gaue to other pooie 
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folkes : nothing left he for himselfe : then caused 
he to be made in the Church-wall a Cell, where 
he locked himselfe in, and there remained till his 
death. His time hee spent in Prayer, Medita- 
tion, and such Diuine Exercises, and did seeke by 
all means to perswade men from the study of 
Magicke. Thus liued he some two yeeres space in 
that Cell, neuer comming forth : his meat and 
drink he receiued in at a window, and at that 
window he did discourse with those that came to 
him ; His graue he digged with his owne nayles, 
and was laid there when he dyed. Thus was 
the Life and Death of this famous Fryer, 
who liued most part of his life a 
Magician, and dyed a true 
penitent Sinner, and an 
Anchorite. 
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EOGER BACON,* an Englishman, and a 
Franciscan Friar, lived in the XIII 
century. He was a great Astrologer, Ckymist^ 
Mathematician, and Magician. There runs a 
tradition in English annals, that this friar made a 
brazen head, under the rising of the planet Saturn, 
which spake with a man's voice, and gave 
responses to all his questions. Francis Picus 
says, '* that he read in a book wrote by Bacon, 
that a man might foretel things to come by means 
of the mirror Almuchesi, composed according to 
the rules of perspective ; provided he made use of 
it under a good constellation, and first brought his 
body into an even and temperate state by 
chymistry.*' This is agreeable to what John 
JPicMs has maintained, that Bacon gave himself 
only to the study of Natural Magic, This friar 
sent several instruments of his own invention to 

•From Barrett's *< Magus," London, 1801, pt. 2, 
p. 181. 
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pope Clement IV. Several of his books have 
been published (but they are now very scarce,) 
zfiz. Specula Mathematica &* Perspeciiva^ Specu- 
lum Alchymiay De MirabUi Potestate Artis &* 
Ndfura, Epistola cum HoHs^ &*c. In all proba- 
bility he did not perform anything by any compact 
with devils, but has only ascribed to things a sur- 
prising efficacy which they could not possibly 
have. He was well versed in judicial astrology. 
His Speculum Astrologiae was condemned by 
Gerson and Agrippa. Francis Picus and many 
others have condemned it, only because the author 
maintains in it, ** that, with submission to better 
judgments, books of magic ought to be carefully 
preserved, because the time draws near that, for 
certain causes not there specified, they must 
necessarily be perused, and made use of on some 
occasions." Naude adds, '*that Bacon was so 
much addicted to judicial astrology, that Henry 
de ffassia^ William of Pctris, and Nicholas 
OresmiuSy were obliged to inveigh sharply against 
his writings." Bacon was fellow of Brazen-nose 
college in Oxford in the year 1226. He was 
beyond all compeer the glory of the age he lived 
in, and may perhaps stand in competition with the 
greatest that have appeared since. It is wonder- 
ful, considering the age wherein he lived, hgw he 
came by such a depth of knowledge on all subjects. 
His treatises are composed with that elegancy. 
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conciseness, and strength, and abound with sucfa 
just and exquisite observations on nature, that, 
among the whole line of chjrmists, we do not know 
one that can pretend to contend with him. The 
reputation of his uncommon learning still survives 
in England. His cell is shewn at Oxford to this 
day; and there is a tradition, that it will fall 
whene^^er a greater man than Bacon shall enter 
within it. He wrote many treatises; amongst 
which, such as are yet extant have beauties enough 
to make us sensible of the great loss of the rest. 
What relates to chymistry are two small pieces, 
wrote at Oxford, which are now in print, and the 
manuscripts to be seen in the public library at 
Leiden ; having been carried thither among 
Vossius*s manuscripts from England, In these 
treatises he clearly shews how imperfect metals 
may be ripened into perfect ones. He entirely 
adopts Gebet's notion, that mercury is the common 
basis of all metals, and sulphur the cement ; and 
shews that it is by a gradual depuration of the 
mercurial matter by sublimation, and the accession 
of a subtle sulphur by fire, that nature makes her 
gold ; and that, if during the process, any other 
third matter happen to intervene, besides the 
mercury and sulphur, some base metal arises { so 
that, if we by imitating her operations ripen lead, 
we might easily change it into good gold. 
Several of Bacotis operations have been com- 
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pared mth the experiments of Monsieur Romberg^ 
made by that curious prince the duke of Orleans; 
by which it has been found that Btuon has 
•described some of the very things which Homberg 
published as his own discoveries. For instance 
Bacon teaches expressly, that if a pure sulphur be 
united with mercury, it will commence gold : on 
wliidi very principle, Monsieur Homberg has mad^ 
various experiments for the production of gold, 
described in the Memoire de fAcademU Royaie des 
Sciences, His other physical writings shew no 
less genius and force of mind. In a treatise* Of 
the Secret Works of Nature^ he shews that ,a 
person who was perfectly acquainted with the 
manner nature observes in her operations, would 
not only be able to rival, but to surpass nature 
herself. 

This author's works are printed in 8vo and i2mo, 
under the title of Frater Rogerius Baco de Secretis 
Artis et Natura, but they are become very rare. 
From a repeated perusal of them we may perceive 
that BcKon was no stranger to many of the capital 
discoveries of the present and past ages. Gun- 
powder he certainly knew ; thunder and lightning, 
he tells us, may be produced by art ; and that 
sulphur, nitre, and charcoal, which when separate 
have no sensible effect, when mingled together in 

* De Secretis Naturae Operibut. 
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bis decdoQ as head of the drarch. Bacon, ooa- 
oekung that there would be no dai^er or impio- 
prie^ ia disobeying his immediate superiors at 
the command of the pope, wrote to him, stating 
that he was now ready to send him whatever he 
WKhed for. The answer was a repetition of the* 
former request ; and Bacon accordingly drew up the 
*'Opus Majus" of which it may be presumed he 
had the materials ready. It appears that he had 
mentioned the circumstances in which he stood : 
for Clement's answer requires him to send the 
work ¥dth haste, any command of his superiors or 
constitution of his order notwithstanding, and 
also to point out, with all secrecy, how the danger 
mentioned by him might be avoided. The book 
was sent in the year 1267. Before the ''Opus 
Majus," Bacon, according to his own account, had 
written nothing except a few slight treatises, 
"capitula quaedam." With the "Opus Majus 
he sent also two other works, the *' Opus Minus 
and the ** Opus Tertium," the second a sort of 
abstract of the first, and the third a supplement to 
it. These exist in manuscript in the Cottonian 
Library. 

Till the year 1278 Bacon was allowed to remain 
free from open persecution ; but in that year 
Jerome of Ascoli, general of the Franciscan order 
(afterwards pope under the title of Nicholas IV.) 
being appointed legate to the court of France, this 
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was thought a proper opportunity to commence 
proceedings. Bacon, then sixty-four years old, 
was accordingly summoned to Paris, where a 
council of Franciscans, with Jerome at their head, 
condemned his writings, and committed him to 
close confinement. According to Bale the charge 
of innovation was the pretext, but of what kind 
was not specified ; according to others, the 
writings of Bacon upon astrology were the par- 
ticular ground of accusation. A confirmation of 
proceeding was immediately obtained from the 
court of Rome. During ten years, every effort 
made by him to procure his liberation was without 
success. The two succeeding pontiffs had short 
and busy reigns ; but, on the accession of Jerome 
(Nicholas IV.), Bacon once more tried to attract 
notice. He sent to that pope, it is said, a treatise 
on the method of retarding the infirmities of old 
age, the only consequence of which was increased 
rigour and closer confinement. But that which 
was not to be obtained from the justice of the pope 
was'conceded to private interest, and Bacon was 
at last restored to liberty by the intercession of 
some powerful nobles, but who they were is not 
mentioned. Some say he died in prison ; but the 
best authorities unite in stating that he returned 
to Oxford, where he wrote a compendium of 
theology, and died some months after Nicholas 
IV. — that is, in 1292, according to Anthonie k 
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Wood, though other authorities give a latter date. 
He was buried in the church of the Franciscans at 
Oxford. The manuscripts which he left behind 
him were immediately put under lock and key, 
and they are said to have been eaten by insects. 
To illustrate the narrowness of his order we quote 
an old monkish historian: ''Friar Bungay was 
profoundly versed in mathematics; which was 
either the work of Satan or of Roger Bacon." 

It only remains for us to take a general view of 
the character of Roger Bacon's writings, and of 
the contents of the " Opus Majus." This work is 
the only one to which we can appeal, if we would 
show that philosophy' was successfully cultivated 
in an English university during the thirteenth 
century. It is of course in Latin, but in Latin of 
so simple a character that we know of none in the 
middle ages more easy to read; and it forms a 
brilliant exception to the stiff and barbarous style 
of that and succeeding times. His astrol(^ and 
alchemy, those two great blots upon his character, 
as they are usually called, are, when considered 
by the side of a later age, harmless modifications, 
irrational only because unproved, and neither 
impossible nor unworthy of the investigation of a 
philosopher in the absence of preceding experi- 
ments. 

The great points by which Bacon is known are 
his reputed knowledge of gunpowder and of the 
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telescope. With regard to the former it is not at 
all clear that what we call gunpowder is intended, 
though some detonating mixture, of which salt* 
petre is an ingredient, is spoken of as commonly 
known. The passage is as follows : — 

** Some things disturb the ear so much that if 
they were made to happen suddenly, by night, and 
with sufficient skill, no city or army could bear 
them. No noise of thunder could compare with 
them. Some things strike terror on the sight, so 
that the flashes of the clouds are beyond compari- 
son less disturbing; works similar to which Gideon 
is thought to have performed in the camp of the 
Midianites. And an instance we take from a 
childish amusement which exists in many parts of 
the world, to wit, that with an instrument as large 
as the human thumb, by the violence of the salt 
called saltpetre, so horrible a noise is made by the 
rupture of so slight a thing as a bit of parchment 
that it is thought to exceed loud thunder, and the 
flash is stronger than the brightest lightning." 
(" Opus Majus," p. 474.) 

With regard to the telescope it must be admitted 
that Bacon had conceived the instrument, though 
there is no proof that he carried his conception 
into practice, or invented it. His words are these : 
— "We can so shape transparent substances, and so 
arrange them with respect to our sight and objects, 
that rays can be broken and bent as we please, so 



that objects may be seen £» off or near, under 
whatever angle we piease ; and thns from an in- 
credible distance we may read the smallest letters, 
and number the grains of dnst and and, on 
account of the greatness of the angle under whi<^ 
we see them ; and we may manage so as hardly to 
see bodies, when near to us, on account of the 
smallness of the angle under which we cause them 
to be seen ; for vision of this sort is not a conse- 
quence of distance, except as that affects the 
magnitude of the angle. And thus a boy may seem 
a giant, and a man a mountain," etc. The above 
contains a true description of a telescope ; but if 
Bacon had constructed one he would have found 
that there are impediments to the indefinite in- 
crease of the magnifying power ; and still more 
that a boy does not appear a giant, but a boy at a 
smaller distance. That the remarks of Bacon are 
derived from reflection and imagination only is 
further apparent from his asserting that a small 
army could be made to appear very large, and 
that the sun and moon could be made to descend, 
to all appearance, down below, and stand over 
the head of the enemy. The question has been 
agitated whether the invention of spectacles is due 
to Bacon, or whether they had been introduced 
just before he wrote. He certainly describes 
them, and explains wh}^^ a plain convex glass 
magnifies. 
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The " Opus Majus" begins with a book on the 
necessity of advancing knowledge, and a disserta- 
tion oa the use of philosophy in theology. It is 
followed by books on the utility of grammar and 
mathematics; in the latter of which he runs 
through the various sciences of astronomy, chro- 
nology, geography, optics, and music. Under 
the name of mathematics was included all the 
physical science of the time. " The neglect of it 
for nearly thirty or forty years hath nearly de- 
stroyed the studies of Latin Christendom. For 
he who knows not mathematics cannot know any 
other science, and what is more he cannot discover 
his own ignorance, or find its proper remedies." 
And in another place he says that this neglect of 
mathematics must be the work of the devil — ** Et 
hoc diabolus procuravit quatenus radices sapientise 
humanse ignorarentur " — the devil's object in this 
being to prevent the sources of human wisdom from 
becoming known. The account of the inhabited 
world is long and curious, and though frequently 
based on that of Ptolemy or the writings of Pliny, 
contains many new facts from travellers of his own 
and preceding times. The remainder of the work 
consists of a treatise on optics and on experimental 
philosophy, insisting on the peculiar advantages 
of the latter. The explanation of the phenomena 
of the rainbow, though very imperfect, was an 
original effort of a character altogether foreign to 
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